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MINUTES

I. Welcome and registration

Attendees viewed watershed maps and located some areas of concern on an aerial map and noted these concerns on cards (see AREAS OF CONCERN IDENTIFIED ON LAGUNA CREEK WATERSHED AERIAL MAP at the end of this document). Attendees also informally introduced themselves during the first 30 minutes.

II. Call to order 

III. Opening statements and goals of meeting
Carmel Brown, Greg Suba, and Lynell Garfield introduced themselves. Carmel Brown spoke about the 319(h) grant funding the organization efforts of the meeting. 

IV. Group introductions 
All in attendance took turns briefly introducing themselves to the group (see list above).

V. Why Watersheds? 

Carmel Brown presented a power point slide show produced by The Center for Watershed Protection called Why Watersheds? that described the definition of watershed, and how impervious surfaces effect stream quality. The slideshow concluded with a discussion of 8 basic management tools used to mitigate the impacts of development. This was an abbreviated version of the slideshow. The full slideshow is freely accessible online at www.cwp.org.

Comments and questions raised during this presentation were:

• why are there extensive algal mats along reaches of Laguna Creek during the summer? Several residents agreed the extent of the algal growth has increased in past years. Holly Sheradin suggested that citizens could sample nutrients up and down the stream to help identify possible causes of algal blooms. Carmel Brown added that these types of water quality studies could include community service projects for high school students, and that concurrent photo documentation could track stream conditions.

• what is the current General Plan stipulation for stream buffers? At least one person stated it to be 180 feet on either side of the creek. Liz Zainachess noted that The Home Depot received a variance on the buffer to 75 feet on either side of the creek.  It was noted that, in the absence of a drainage master plan, the CA Department of Fish and Game recommend stream buffers of 600 feet on either side of a stream.

• what is the current General Plan stipulation for conservation corridors?

• some residence own to the center line of the stream, depending on where their property boundaries are; if residents want to promote stream buffers and conservation corridors, it will be necessary to find money to compensate willing landowners for these areas. This was brought up in the meeting as it can pose a challenge for watershed planners.

• Laguna Creek Watershed is approximately 48 square miles in area.

• if one suspects a stream water quality problem, contact the County DWR, Stormwater Program at 916-875-RAIN.

• As of July, 2003, the City of Elk Grove will manage its stormwater.

VI(a).  Watershed Success Stories 
This part of the meeting was omitted due to the extended length of the preceding watershed presentation, and to accommodate a presentation by Bill Forrest of the Sacramento County DWR Stormwater Division. Attendees were directed to read the Watershed Success Stories handout included in meeting folders, and Greg Suba suggested that a discussion of the various types of watershed groups, their successes, and obstacles to success could be the topic of a future meeting.

VI(b).  Presentation by Bill Forrest

Bill Forrest presented a “tour” of past, present, and future drainage projects within the Laguna Creek Watershed, beginning with the upper watershed and continuing to the lower reaches. He used the watershed map and a large map of the Vineyard Springs Comprehensive Plan Drainage Master Plan during his presentation. He discussed:

• the Sacramento County Water Agency, Zone 11 collects drainage development fees from all in the Morrison Creek stream group (of which Laguna Creek Watershed is a part), to fund flood plain management projects within this jurisdiction.

• The upper reaches of Laguna Creek are within the recently approved Sunrise-Douglas specific plan (approved within 2001-2002 time frame); stream buffers are about 100-150 feet on each side. Stream (not considered the main channel) will be realigned along property lines and constrained within a trapezoidal ditch along a reach near Kiefer Rd. for flood control purposes. 

• There was originally a plan for Triangle Rock Aggregate Mining to mine Laguna Creek west of the Folsom South Canal. In the final supplemental EIR, the creek will not be mined, and there will be set aside buffers of 200 feet on either side of the stream, with mining pits on either side of the buffers.

• Vineyard Springs Comprehensive Plan was approved in 1999. The drainage master plan includes “improvements” (a hydrological engineering term) where Laguna Creek will be re-aligned, widened and deepened, with a low-flow meander, for flood control. If these changes to the creek were not implemented, then the 100-year flood zone boundaries would increase due to increased flow volumes resulting from increased impervious surfaces upstream (Vineyard Springs development). Residents along the improved stretch were notified during the public comment period. The drainage master plan calls for a detention basin (Detention Basin UL45) and a park along this stretch. The City of Elk Grove, who will inherit this project in July, 2003 has just recently learned about it. Native plantings will be managed by the County.

• East Elk Grove specific plan contains improvements that contrast the past with the future. A tributary to the mainstem of Laguna Creek (a.k.a. South Branch of Laguna Creek, Sheldon Creek) between Bradshaw and Waterman has already been improved. Where this tributary crosses Bond is a good example of recent improvements that take into account both flood control and wildlife restoration. Near here, the CSD trail can be accessed via Stonebrook Dr. In contrast, Elk Grove Creek west of Waterman (and immediately southwest of Kent Rd.) was channelized (in a concrete lined channel) 20-25 years ago.

Elk Grove Creek runs through the southern section of the East Elk Grove Specific Plan Area. There are plans - unapproved at this point - to improve this section of Elk Grove Creek.

• Holly Sheradin pointed out that because of  improvements the flood zone narrows, allowing developers to build more closely to creeks, which perpetuates the need for more improvements, and the way to nip this process in the bud is by re-examining improvements during the planning process.

• Lower Laguna Creek Master Plan (LLCMP) was approved in 1996, and implemented in 1998. It includes:

-Whitehouse Creek improvements; Whitehouse Cr. was diverted (above?) Bruceville Rd. to Laguna Creek for Park Meadows and Cramer Ranch developments.

- HW 99 and Sacramento City limits; in mid-80’s City of Sacramento widened Laguna Creek for development. 

- In 1998, rather than widen and deepen the channel during the implementation of LLCMP, a bypass was constructed and along Laguna Creek at West Stockton Blvd. one can see both the natural creek and the bypass. Because the bypass looks like a waterfall during storms, it has been nicknamed Laguna Falls. 

- Before LLCMP “improvements,” Sheldon Rd. would flood during storm events.

- The landowner of Sheldon Farms has dedicated a gift of fee title the land representing the riparian corridor along Laguna Creek within this parcel. 

• Sac. County Stormwater Program - City and County of Sacramento to report something:


916-875-RAIN

• Bill Forrest phone (also on Agency Fact Sheet) = 916-874-8376

VII. Roundtable Discussion: Shared Visions for the Watershed
· 


VIII.  Future Watershed Efforts in Laguna Creek

IX. Next Steps/Adjourn Meeting
The remaining time of the meeting was devoted to an open roundtable discussion that combined all three agenda items #7-9. Ideas, comments, and questions were recorded on a large easel pad as they were submitted by attendees. These statements are listed below. Rather than list them in their original order, I have rearranged them into rough categories to begin to organize the many thoughts presented during the roundtable.

VISIONS / NEXT STEPS

Projects / Task List

• start small on projects on which we can succees


prioritize activities


timeline / schedule

• address “hot spots” and planning projects right now if we want to make a difference
  with them

• funding usually follows project-specific activities

• do watershed / creek tours for this group


bufferlands


area in East EG to be developed


need to identify point of tour



educational?



cataloging good/bad/ugly?


focus fieldtrips on opportunity areas


advertise tours to public(?)

• need to get list of planning projects and status of each (master plan completed? etc.)
  from Bill Forrest

• get involved in Triangle Area Plan Process (Bond-Bradshaw)

• address this group’s issues on fieldtrips

• need calendar of watershed events (Creek Week)

• get better educated about various management techniques


one resource = www.cwp.org and their link www.stormwatercenter.net
• provide attendees with this meeting’s attendance list, and list of issues and next steps
  (summary of meeting)

• work with other groups to put together “collection” of tools, etc. for loan to residents / 
   volunteers


RCD


USFWS

• get more detailed maps


what GIS coverages are available



County



SWRCB (Jean Woods)



DWR

• get photos into GIS files

• website (link to SRWP?)

Group Development / Organization

• in order to encourage other groups to participate, this group needs to identify its goals,
  and relate them to the goals of other groups being asked to participate 

• look at structure for this groups; identify how stakeholders fit in; break into subgroups / 
  steering committees

• develop format for future group mtgs. that allows for ongoing education and
   information sharing

• include DERA’s here (EIR’s, EIS, CEQA, etc.)

• what will this group look like? non-profit? affiliate of State Urban Creek Council - use
   their non-profit status (like Dry Creek Conservancy)

• what is the mission of this group?


educational


stewardship (restoration / monitoring)


land trust

• need a mission statement

• education should happen first

• basis for mission statement / subcommittees


Public Education


Restoration


Monitoring


Land Use / Development Oversight


Fundraising / Partnership Building

Recruitment / group outreach

• expand group


planners


developers


other city officials



planning commissioner(s)



city council


EGCSD rep (Pat Perez)


Fish and Game


Army Corps of Engineers


more community people (residents) involved

• exhibit at Creek Week (4/03)

• get SAFCA involved (assistant to Peter Buck deals with environmental issues)

• get EGUSD to attend (Ellen Vasta, district grant writer, Board Member)

• get Cosumnes River College to attend / participate

• Homeowners Associations need to be informed / involved (1 rep of each homeowners 
  association should be stakeholders here - possibly work with SCANS (Sac. County
  Alliance of Neighborhoods; Dave Tamayo / Mary Brill) on this

• need City of Sacramento to attend

• Creek Week - EG celebration needs volunteers from this group in partnership with
   EGCSD


to help publicize


to recruit


to fund raise


to help organize, etc.

• get more people to Jan. 03 meeting

Future meeting / workshop topics

• continue this discussion

• each person decides what their contribution could be

• workshop (like Why Watersheds) for City Council and Planning Commission

• this group should organize a meeting with City of Elk Grove and County planners to 
   identify: what are the current development plans; what is the process for the proposal, 
   review, and decision making process for these plans; where can we provide input?

• schedule meeting in Jan.03


develop a mission statement


goals


establish subcommittees

• Streams in Motion workshop possible for Jan. early Feb. 03

• group voted to schedule fieldtrip for Sunday, 8 December from 1-4pm. Meet at EGCSD
  parking lot by 1pm

COMMENTS FROM WE NEED YOUR INPUT FORMS

please see attached Input Summary Form (Input Summary Form.doc)

AREAS OF CONCERN IDENTIFIED ON LAGUNA CREEK WATERSHED AERIAL MAP

To view the Laguna Creek Watershed (LCW) map with numbered locations of concern, please refer to attached .pdf file (LCW map with numbers.pdf) and the accompanying narratives (LCW map with numbers Narratives.doc (MS Word file)). 
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