

December 7, 2005

Michael Finan, Project Manager

US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

Delta Office

1325 J Street, Room 1480

Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

Dear Mr. Finan:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Laguna Creek Watershed Council (LCWC) in response to Public Notice # 200500325 regarding the proposed development of Lot P, an approximately 85-acre parcel northwest of the intersection of Excelsior and Calvine Roads and adjacent to Laguna Creek in Sacramento County.

The Laguna Creek Watershed Council is a non-profit grass-roots alliance that strives to protect the health of Laguna Creek and its tributary streams by educating residents, promoting active community participation, and fostering partnerships and projects that achieve long-term, balanced solutions with mutual benefits to all stakeholders.  We envision a community that feels connected to their watershed with healthy, natural waterways and abundant wildlife and that works to protect and enhance this valuable resource for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The LCWC brings together residents, businesses, organizations, landowners and government agencies collaboratively to create solutions that balance the need for responsible resource protection and management with continued urban and economic development.

Any decisions on the matter of developing Lot P or preserving it as a wetlands conservation area should consider the following points:

1. The filling of other wetlands within the Silver Springs development site in the late 1980's was authorized by a previous Corps' Nationwide permit which relied upon the Lot P site being maintained as wetland and wildlife habitat in perpetuity. Altering this agreement by now allowing the wetlands of Lot P themselves to be mitigated off-site, and potentially in another watershed, establishes a troubling precedent for wetlands preservation agreements in our watershed, and throughout the region.

2. Lot P is contiguous with both the Sacramento County Habitat Conservation Plan's Core Conservation Area and with the Laguna Creek Parkway. Development in this parcel would directly impact the quality of habitat in these open-space areas and would confound the planning efforts involved in establishing the Core Conservation Area and the Parkway. 

3.  The efficacy of constructing vernal pools to mitigate for the loss of natural vernal pool assemblages remains controversial. However, reviews of constructed vernal pool projects throughout the state and spanning decades commonly affirm that the loss of biological information inherent in natural wetland assemblages cannot be compensated for by the creation of new habitats and argue for giving the highest priority to preserving natural landscapes. This priority on preservation is especially significant where wetlands in question are contiguous to larger wetland areas, as is the case with Lot P (see #2, above) (C. Black and P. Zedler, 1998; J. DeWeese, 1996; J. DeWeese, 1998; G. Sutter and R. Francisco, 1998). Examples of unsuccessfully constructed vernal pools can be found immediately adjacent to Lot P within the Laguna Creek Parkway. These man-made pools were themselves part of the original wetlands mitigation agreement for the Silver Springs development and the Wild Hawk golf course.

4. There are several wetland areas within our watershed that are located, like Lot P, at the urban interface. As long as these wetlands remain viable and in our watershed, it may be possible to incorporate them into local educational opportunities for residents and students. The more the public comes to know and experience our wetland areas, the more they may come to value them as a protected natural resource.

5. If development should occur at Lot P, plans should employ low-impact development (LID) design solutions to mitigate the adverse impacts of urban development on the natural resources, particularly the creek and the riparian corridor.  LID solutions help to minimize impervious surfaces and reduce and filter stormwater runoff.  We would also encourage a design that facilitates community access to the Laguna Creek Parkway to promote watershed stewardship and provide recreational and interpretive opportunities for local residents.  This approach also reduces reliance on the automobile, thereby helping to reduce auto-related pollution entering the creek in runoff, and to improve air quality by reducing emissions.  It appears that LID design features have not been considered based on the drawings and plans associated with Public Notice #200500325.

Thank you for your attention in this matter. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like further information from our group.

Sincerely,

Greg Suba, Coordinator

Laguna Creek Watershed Council

PO BOX 580836

Elk Grove, CA 95758-0014

916-772-3230

Literature Cited

Black, C. and P. Zedler. 1998. in: C.W. Witham, E.T. Bauder, D. Belk, W.R. Ferren Jr., and R. Ornduff (Editors). Ecology, Conservation, and Management of Vernal Pool Ecosystems – Proceedings from a 1996 Conference. California Native Plant Society, Sacramento, CA.; pages 195-205.

DeWeese, J. 1996. An evaluation of selected wetland creation projects authorized through the Corps of Engineers section 404 program. Pages 58-63 in: D.M. Kent, J.J. Zentner and K.D. Whitney (Editors). Selected Proceedings of the 1994 Conference of the American Society of Wetland Scientist, Western Chapter. University of California at Berkeley. Berkeley, CA.

DeWeese, J. 1998. in: C.W. Witham, E.T. Bauder, D. Belk, W.R. Ferren Jr., and R. Ornduff (Editors). Ecology, Conservation, and Management of Vernal Pool Ecosystems – Proceedings from a 1996 Conference. California Native Plant Society, Sacramento, CA.; pages 217-223.

Sutter, G. and R. Francisco. 1998. in: C.W. Witham, E.T. Bauder, D. Belk, W.R. Ferren Jr., and R. Ornduff (Editors). Ecology, Conservation, and Management of Vernal Pool Ecosystems – Proceedings from a 1996 Conference. California Native Plant Society, Sacramento, CA.; pages 190-194.




